I, ?-7 



(19) 



J 



(12) 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 



(id 



EP1 109155 A1 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

published in accordance with Art. 158(3) EPC 



(43) 


Date of publication: 


f51l 


int ci 7- G1 1 B 5/02 

llll \sl. . VJ 1 1 U wfVfa 




20.06.2001 Bulletin 2001/25 




(21) 




(86) 


International application number: 


Application number: 99918280.1 


PCT/JP99/02317 


(22) 


Date of filing: 30.04.1999 


(87) 


International publication number: 








WO 99/5771 7 (1 1 .1 1 .1 999 Gazette 1 999/45) 


(84) 


Designated Contracting States: 


(72) 


Inventors: 




DE FR QB NL 


• 


ISHII, Kazuyoshi 








Ohta-ku, Tokyo 146-0091 (JP) 


(30) 


Priority: 07.05.1998 JP 12473498 


• 


YOSHIDA, Kozo 




19.03.1999 JP 7527599 




Fuji-shl, Shlzuoka 416-0939 (JP) 


(71) 


Applicants: 


(74) 


Representative: 


• 


CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 




Beresford, Keith Denis Lewis et a! 




Ohta-ku Tokyo 146-8501 (JP) 




2-5 Warwick Court 


• 


Asa hi Kasei Kabushiki Kaisha 




High Holborn 




Osaka-shi, Osaka 530-8205 (JP) 




London WC1R5DJ (GB) 



(54) COIL FOR MAGNETIC HEAD, MAGNETIC HEAD, AND MAGNETO-OPTICAL RECORDER 



(57) In a flat magnetic head coil constituted by spiral 
coil patterns made of a conductive material film and two 
terminals connected to the coil patterns, the coil patterns 
have a substantially rectangular sectional shape. A min- 
imum pitch P [urn] of the coil pattern, a width W [urn] of 
the sectional shape at the minimum pitch P, and a height 
H [urn] satisfy 15 [urn] £ P <> 70 Qim] and 1 .85 - 0.01 2P 



< H/W £ 7.5 - 0.06P. When an impedance ZO between 
the two terminals of the coil while a core made of a mag- 
netic material is not attached is equivalently constituted 
by an inductance L0, an RF resistance RpO parallel to 
the inductance L0, and a DC resistance Rs which is se- 
ries-connected to the inductance LO and is independent 
of a frequency, the inductance LO [u.H] at 10 MHz sat- 
isfies LO < 0.85 QiH]. 
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Description 

Technical Field 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to a magneto-op- s 
tical recording apparatus for recording an information 
signal on a magneto-optical recording medium on which 
an information signal is recorded by a magnetic field 
modulation recording method, a magnetic head used for 
the magneto-optical recording apparatus, and a mag- 10 
netic head coil used for the magnetic head. 

Background Art 

[0002] A conventionally known example of magneto- is 
optical recording apparatuses for recording information 
signals at high density on a magneto-optical recording 
medium such as a magneto-optical disk adopts a mag- 
netic field modulation method. The apparatus of this 
type comprises optical and magnetic heads. The optical 20 
head converges a laser beam into a small light spot to 
irradiate the magnetic recording layer of a magneto-op- 
tical recording medium. The magnetic head vertically 
applies a magnetic field modulated by an information 
signal to the laser beam irradiated portion of the mag- *s 
neto-optical recording medium, thereby recording the 
information signal on the magneto-optical recording me- 
dium. 

[0003] This conventional magneto-optical recording 
apparatus uses a magnetic head having an arrange- 30 
ment as disclosed in, e.g., Japanese Patent Application 
Laid-open No. 6-309607. Fig. 9 is a sectional view show- 
ing the structure of this conventional magnetic head. 
[0004] Reference numeral 50 denotes a core made of 
a magnetic material such as ferrite; and 51 , a coil formed 35 
by winding a magnetic wire (thin electric wire prepared 
by forming an insulating film of polyurethan or the like 
on a conductive wire made of a conductive material such 
as copper) on a magnetic pole p3 of the core. By sup- 
plying a current to the coil 51 , a magnetic field is gener- *o 
ated from the end face of the magnetic pole p3 of the 
core 50, and vertically applied to a magneto-optical re- 
cording medium. 

[0005] In recent years, demands have arisen for high- 
speed recording of an information signal. Along with 45 
this, the modulation frequency of the magnetic field must 
be increased. However, when the coil is formed from a 
magnetic wire, like the conventional magnetic head, the 
sectional shape and size of a manufacturable conduc- 
tive wire are limited and cannot be arbitrarily set. If the so 
diameter of the conductive wire forming the magnetic 
wire is set to 50 ujti or less to downsize the coil, the 
magnetic wire is difficult to align vertically and horizon- 
tally, as shown in Fig. 9, so as to constitute the coil. This 
results in irregular turns of the disordered winding. For 55 
this reason, the coil diameter is inevitably large. For a 
vertically elongated coil shape, as shown in Fig. 9, the 
coil inductance increases to decrease the magnetic field 
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generation efficiency of the magnetic head. However, a 
thin magnetic wire made of a conductive wire 50 u,m or 
less in diameter is very difficult to manufacture not a ver- 
tically elongated coil but a flat coil with a low inductance. 
To increase the modulation frequency of the magnetic 
field, a high drive voltage proportional to the modulation 
frequency or coil inductance must be applied to the mag- 
netic head coil, which increases the power consumption 
of the magneto-optical recording apparatus. In addition, 
the RF resistance of the coil caused by the skin and 
proximity effects of the magnetic wire cannot be satis- 
factorily reduced. The RF loss of the magnetic head in- 
creases, heat generated by the magnetic head de- 
grades the magnetic characteristics of the magnetic 
head, and a magnetic field of a desired strength is diffi- 
cult to generate. This problem becomes serious at a 
maximum magnetic field modulation frequency of 8 MHz 
or more. 

Disclosure of Invention 

[0006] According to the present invention, a flat mag- 
netic head coil constituted by spiral coil patterns made 
of a conductive material film and two terminals connect- 
ed to the coil patterns is characterized in that the coil 
patterns have a substantially rectangular sectional 
shape, a minimum pitch P [ujti] of the coil pattern, a 
width W [u,m] of the sectional shape at the minimum 
pitch P, and a height H [u.m] satisfy inequalities (1 0) and 
(11): 

15[u.m]<P<70[u.m] (10) 



1 .85 - 0.01 2P < H/W < 7.5 - 0.06P (11) 

when an impedance ZO between the two terminals of 
the coil while at least a core made of a magnetic material 
is not attached is regarded to be equivalently constituted 
by an inductance L0, an RF resistance RpO parallel to 
the inductance LO, and a DC resistance Rs which is se- 
ries-connected to the inductance L0 and is independent 
of a frequency, the inductance L0 [u,H] at 10 MHz satis- 
fies inequality (5): 

L0 <, 0.85 [U.H] (5) 

[0007] The magnetic head coil is characterized in that 
the inductance LO [u.H] at 10 MHz, and the RF resist- 
ance RpO [Q] at 20 MHz and the DC resistance Rs [CI] 
satisfy inequalities (6) and (8): 

RpO >L0 X 1500 (6) 
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Rs < 2 (8) 

[0008] The magnetic head coil is characterized in that 
the inductance LO [\iH] at 10 MHz, and the RF resist- 
ance RpO [Q] at 20 MHz satisfy inequality (7): 

RpO > LO x 2000 (7) 

[0009] The magnetic head coil is characterized in that 
at least one of the coil patterns is formed on a lower 
surface side of the magnetic head coil facing a magneto- 
optical recording medium, and an interval Tb [um] be- 
tween the coil patterns, an interval Tc \\m\] between an 
end face of the coil pattern formed on the lower surface 
side and a lower surface of the magnetic head coil, and 
a thickness T [u.m] of the magnetic head coil satisfy in- 



equalities (13), (14), and (15): 

2 [u.m] < Tb < 70 [jim] (13) 

Tc<1.5H (14) 

50 [u,m] < T < 450 [u,m] (15) 



[001 0] The magnetic head coil is characterized in that 
a total number N of turns of the coil patterns, a minimum 
radius rl [mm] of an innermost periphery of the coil pat- 
tern, and a maximum radius r2 [mm] of an outermost 
periphery satisfy inequalities (16), (17), and (18): 

14<N<40 (16) 



r1<0.2[mm] (17) 



r2 < 1.1 [mm] (18) 

[0011] According to the present invention, a flat mag- 
netic head coil constituted by spiral coil patterns made 
of a conductive material film and two terminals connect- 
ed to the coil patterns is characterized in that a light- 
transmitting portion is formed at a center of the coil, the 
coil patterns have a substantially rectangular sectional 
shape, a minimum pitch P [ujti] of the coil pattern, a 
width W [u.m] of the sectional shape at the minimum 
pitch P, and a height H [p.m] satisfy inequalities (29) and 
(30): 

15 [u.m] < P £50 [urn] (29) 



1 .85 - 0.01 2P < H/W < 7.5 - 0.06P (30) 

when an impedance Z0 between the two terminals of 
5 the coil while at least a core made of a magnetic material 
is not attached is regarded to be equivalents constituted 
by an inductance L0, an RF resistance RpO parallel to 
the inductance L0, and a DC resistance Rs which is se- 
ries-connected to the inductance LO and is independent 
10 of a frequency, the inductance LO [u.H] at 10 MHz satis- 
fies inequality (24): 

L0<M.4[u.H] (24) 

15 

[001 2] The magnetic head coil is characterized in that 
the inductance LO [u.H] at 10 MHz, and the RF resist- 
ance RpO [Q] at 20 MHz and the DC resistance Rs [Q] 
satisfy inequalities (25) and (27): 

RpO >L0 X 1200 (25) 



Rs < 6 [O] (27) 

[001 3] The magnetic head coil is characterized in that 
the inductance L0 [uH] at 10 MHz, and the RF resistance 
RpO [il] at 20 MHz satisfy inequality (26): 

RpO >L0 X 1500 (26) 

[001 4] The magnetic head coil is characterized in that 
at least one of the coii patterns is formed on a lower 
surface side of the magnetic head coil facing a magneto- 
optical recording medium, and an interval Tb [u.m] be- 
tween the coil patterns, an interval Tc [u.m] between an 
end face of the coil pattern formed on the lower surface 
side and a lower surface of the magnetic head coil, and 
a thickness T \^m] of the magnetic head coil satisfy in- 



equalities (32), (33), and (34): 

2 [um] < Tb < 70 [u,m] (32) 

Tc < 1 .5H (33) 

30 [u.m] < T < 300 [u,m] (34) 



[0015] The magnetic head coil is characterized in that 
a total number N of turns of the coii patterns, a minimum 
radius rl [mm] of an innermost periphery of the coil pat- 
tern, and a maximum radius r2 [mm] of an outermost 
periphery satisfy inequalities (35), (36), and (37): 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 
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20 < N < 70 (35) 



r1 < 0.13 [mm] (36) 



r2<1.0[mm] (37) 

[0016] The magnetic head coil is characterized in that 
when at least a core made of a magnetic material is not 
attached, a self-resonance frequency frO [MHz] which 
maximizes an impedance magnitude IZ0I of the coil, and 
the inductance L0 QiH] at 10 MHz satisfy inequality (9): 

frO > M{2kJlO X 1.4 X 10*) (9) 

[0017] The magnetic head coil is characterized in that 
two to four coil patterns are formed. 
[001 8] The magnetic head coil is characterized in that 
the pitch P [urn] and the width W [u.m] on the coil pattern 
satisfy inequality (12): 

0.55 < W/P < 0.8 (12) 

[0019] According to the present invention, a magnetic 
head having a core made of a magnetic material and a 
flat coil is characterized in that the coil is constituted by 
spiral coil patterns made of a conductive material film 
and two terminals connected to the coil patterns, the coil 
patterns have a substantially rectangular sectional 
shape, a minimum pitch P [urn] of the coil pattern, a 
width W [u,m] of the sectional shape at the minimum 
pitch P, and a height H [urn] satisfy inequalities (10) and 
(11): 

15 [jim] < P < 70 [urn] (10) 



1 .85 - 0.01 2P < H/W < 7.5 - 0.06P (1 1 ) 

when an impedance Z1 between the two terminals of 
the coil is regarded to be equivalently constituted by an 
inductance L1 , an RF resistance Rp1 parallel to the in- 
ductance L1, and a DC resistance Rs which is series- 
connected to the inductance L1 and is independent of 
a frequency, the inductance L1 [u.H] at 10 MHz satisfies 
inequality (1): 

L1<1.4[u.H] (1) 

[0020] The magnetic head is characterized in that the 
inductance L1 [u.H] at 10 MHz, and the RF resistance 



Rpl [CI] at 20 MHz and the DC resistance Rs [Q] satisfy 
inequalities (2) and (8): 

Rp1 > L1 x 1500 (2) 



Rs <, 2 [O] (8) 

w [0021 ] The magnetic head is characterized in that the 
inductance L1 [u.H] at 10 MHz, and the RF resistance 
Rpl [Q] at 20 MHz satisfy inequality (3): 

Rp1 2> L1 x 2000 (3) 

[0022] The magnetic head is characterized in that at 
least one of the coil patterns is formed on a lower surface 
side of the coil facing a magneto-optical recording me- 
dium, and an interval Tb [u.m] between the coil patterns, 
an interval Tc [ujti] between an end face of the coil pat- 
tern formed on the lower surface side and a lower sur- 
face of the coil, and a thickness T [u.m] of the coil satisfy 
inequalities (13), (14), and (15): 

2 [u.m] ^ Tb < 70 [urn] (13) 
Tc<1.5H (14) 



50 [u,m] < T < 450 [u.m] (15) 

[0023] The magnetic head is characterized in that a 
total number N of turns of the coil patterns, a minimum 
radius rl [mm] of an innermost periphery of the coil pat- 
tern, and a maximum radius r2 [mm] of an outermost 
periphery satisfy inequalities (16), (17), and (18): 

14<N<40 (16) 



r1<0.2[mm] (17) 



r2<1.1[mm] (18) 

[0024] The magnetic head is characterized in that the 
magnetic head has a sliding surface for sliding on a 
magneto-optical recording medium or a floating surface 
for floating and gliding, and an interval d [urn] between 
a lower surface of the coil facing the magneto-optical 
recording medium and a lowest point of the sliding sur- 
face or the floating surface satisfies inequality (19): 
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d<200[u.m] (19) 

[0025] According to the present invention, a magnetic 
head having a flat coil is characterized in that the coil is 5 
constituted by spiral coil patterns made of a conductive 
material film and two terminals connected to the coil pat- 
terns, a light-transmitting portion is formed at a center 
of the coil, the coil patterns have a substantially rectan- 
gular sectional shape, a minimum pitch P ftim] of the 
coil pattern, a width W [ujti] of the sectional shape at the 
minimum pitch P, and a height H [u,m] satisfy inequalities 
(29) and (30): 

15[nm]<P<50[nm] (29) 



1 .85 - 0.01 2P < H/W <; 7.5 - 0.06P (30) 

when an impedance Z1 between the two terminals of 
the coil is regarded to be equivalently constituted by an 
inductance L1 , an RF resistance Rpl parallel to the in- 
ductance L1 , and a DC resistance Rs which is series- 
connected to the inductance L1 and is independent of 
a frequency, the inductance L1 [u.H] at 10 MHz satisfies 
inequality (20): 

L1 < 1.4 [jiH] (20) 

[0026] The magnetic head is characterized in that the 
inductance L1 [uJH] at 10 MHz, and the RF resistance 
Rp1 [Q] at 20 MHz and the DC resistance Rs [n] satisfy 
inequalities (21) and (27): 

Rp1 >L1 x 1200 (21) 



Rs < 6 [O] (27) 

[0027] The magnetic head is characterized in that the 
inductance L1 QiH] at 10 MHz, and the RF resistance 
Rpl [Q] at 20 MHz satisfy inequality (22): 

Rp1 > L1 x 1500 (22) 

[0028] The magnetic head is characterized in that at 
least one of the coil patterns is formed on a lower surface 
side of the coil facing a magneto-optical recording me- 
dium, and an interval Tb [ujti] between the coil patterns, 
an interval Tc [urn] between an end face of the coil pat- 
tern formed on the lower surface side and a lower sur- 
face of the coil, and a thickness T [u.m] of the coil satisfy 
inequalities (32), (33), and (34): 



2 < 7b < 70 [u.m] (32) 



Tc<1.5H (33) 



30 [urn] < T < 300 [u,m] (34) 

[0029] The magnetic head is characterized in that a 
total number N of turns of the coil patterns, a minimum 
radius rl [mm] of an innermost periphery of the coil pat- 
tern, and a maximum radius r2 [mm] of an outermost 
periphery satisfy inequalities (35), (36), and (37): 

20 £ N S 70 (35) 



M £0.13 [mm] (36) 



r2<M.0[mm] (37) 

[0030] The magnetic head is characterized in that the 
magnetic head has a sliding surface for sliding on a 
magneto-optical recording medium or a floating surface 
for floating and gliding, and an interval d Qim] between 
a lower surface of the coil facing the magneto-optical 
recording medium and a lowest point of the sliding sur- 
face or the floating surface satisfies inequality (38): 

d< 100 [urn] (38) 

[0031] The magnetic head is characterized in that a 
self-resonance frequency fr1 [MHz] which maximizes an 
impedance magnitude IZ1 1 of the coil, and the induct- 
ance L1 [uH] at 10 MHz satisfy inequality (4): 

fr1 > 1/ (2njL1 x 1.4 x10* 6 ) (4) 

[0032] The magnetic head is characterized in that two 
to four coil patterns are formed. 
[0033] The magnetic head is characterized in that the 
pitch P [u.m] and the width W on the coil pattern 
satisfy inequality (12): 

0.55 < W/P < 0.8 (12) 

[0034] The magnetic head according to the present 
invention is characterized by further comprising a lens. 
[0035] Accordingtothepresentinvention, amagneto- 
optical recording apparatus having an optical head for 
irradiating a magneto-optical recording medium with 
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light, and a magnetic head for applying a magnetic field 
modulated by an information signal to the magneto-op- 
tical recording medium is characterized in that the mag- 
netic head is a magnetic head having some of the above 
features. 

[0036] Using the magnetic head coil, magnetic head, 
and magneto-optical recording apparatus according to 
the present invention can solve the above-described 
problem in the conventional apparatus. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

[0037] 

Fig. 1 is a side sectional view showing the structure 
of a magnetic head according to the first embodi- 
ment of the invention; 

Figs. 2A, 2B, and 2C are views showing the struc- 
ture of a magnetic head coil according to the 
present invention; 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing the schematic ar- 
rangement of a magneto-optical recording appara- 
tus according to the first embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 4 is a side sectional view showing the structure 
of a magnetic head according to the second embod- 
iment of the invention; 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing the schematic ar- 
rangement of a magneto-optical recording appara- 
tus according to the second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 6 is a circuit diagram showing the equivalent 
circuit of the coil; 

Figs. 7A, 7B, 70, 7D, and 7E are sectional views, 
respectively, showing the steps in manufacturing 
the magnetic head coil according to the present in- 
vention; 

Figs. 8F, 8G, 8H, 81, and 8J are sectional views, re- 
spectively, showing the steps in manufacturing the 
magnetic head coil according to the present inven- 
tion; and 

Fig. 9 is a sectional view showing the structure of a 
conventional magnetic head. 

Best Mode of Carrying Out the Invention 

[0038] Embodiments of a magnetic head coil, mag- 
netic head, and magneto-optical recording apparatus 
according to the present invention will be described in 
detail. 

[First Embodiment] 

[0039] Fig. 1 is a side sectional view showing the 
structure of a magnetic head 1 according to the first em- 
bodiment of the invention. Fig. 3 shows the schematic 
arrangement of a magneto-optical recording apparatus 
according to the first embodiment of the present inven- 



tion. 

[0040] As shown in Fig. 1 , the magnetic head 1 is con- 
stituted by a core 20, a coil 21 , and a slider 22 which 
mounts them. Reference numeral 1 1 denotes a magne- 
5 to-optical disk serving as a magneto-optical recording 
medium for recording an information signal. The slider 
22 is made of a resin material or ceramic excellent in 
lubricity and wear resistance. The lower surface of the 
slider 22 facing the magneto-optical disk 11 serves as 
10 a sliding surface As for sliding on the magneto-optical 
disk 11 or a floating surface Af for floating and gliding 
on the magneto-optical disk 1 1 . Fig. 1 shows a state in 
which the magnetic head 1 slides on the magneto-opti- 
cal disk 1 1 . The core 20 is made of a soft magnetic ma- 
terial such as ferrite with a square plate shape. A pro- 
jecting magnetic pole p1 having a prism shape stands 
at the center of the core 20 so as to substantially verti- 
cally face the surface of the magneto-optical disk 11. 
The end face of the magnetic pole p1 has a square 
shape about 50 to 200 \im on one side. The coil 21 is 
flat, and its center has a hole hi . The coil 21 is attached 
to the lower surface of the core 20 so as to be almost 
parallel to the surface of the magneto-optical disk 11. 
The magnetic pole p1 of the core 20 projects by about 
50 urn from the lower surface of the coil 21 through the 
hole hi . 

[0041] In Fig. 3, the magneto-optical disk 11 serves 
as a magneto-optical recording medium for recording an 
information signal, and is comprised of a substrate 12 
formed from a transparent material and a magnetic re- 
cording layer 13 formed from a magnetic material on the 
substrate 12. The magneto-optical disk 11 is rotated by 
a spindle motor 3. The magnetic head 1 shown in Fig. 
1 is arranged above the upper surface of the magneto- 
optical disk 11, whereas an optical head 2 is arranged 
below the lower surface so as to oppose the magnetic 
head 1 . 

[0042] The magnetic head 1 is held at the distal end 
of an elastic support member 4 such that the sliding sur- 
face As or floating surface Af faces the upper surface of 
the magneto-optical disk 11. The proximal end of the 
support member 4 is attached to a coupling member 5. 
The optical head 2 is attached to the coupling member 
5 so as to face the lower surface of the magneto-optical 
disk 11. The magnetic and optical heads 1 and 2 are 
integrally conveyed by a convey means (not shown) to 
arbitrary positions along the radial direction of the mag- 
neto-optical disk 11. 

[0043] The coil 21 of the magnetic head 1 is connect- 
ed to a magnetic head drive circuit 6, which is connected 
to a recording signal producing circuit 7. 
[0044] The optical head 2 is made up of a laser 
source, optical sensor, optical system, and the like. The 
laser source is connected to a laser drive circuit 8, and 
the optical sensor is connected to an amplifying circuit 9. 
[0045] To record an information signal on the magne- 
to-optical disk 11 , the magneto-optical disk 11 is rotated 
by the spindle motor 3. Then, the magnetic head 1 slides 
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on or floats/glides above the magneto-optical disk 11. 
The recording signal producing circuit 7 performs 
processing such as coding for an information signal in- 
put from an input terminal T1 , produces a recording sig- 
nal, and sends the signal to the magnetic head drive cir- 
cuit 6. The magnetic head drive circuit 6 supplies a cur- 
rent modulated by the recording signal to the coil 21 of 
the magnetic head 1 . The amplitude of the current sup- 
plied to the coil is ±70 mA to ±1 60 mA, and its maximum 
modulation frequency is 8 MHz or more. 
[0046] A magnetic field modulated by the information 
signal is generated from the distal end of the magnetic 
pole p1 of the magnetic head 1 , and vertically applied 
to the magnetic recording layer 13 of the magneto-opti- 
cal disk 11. At the same time, the laser source of the 
optical head 2 emits a laser beam upon reception of a 
current from the laser drive circuit 8. The laser beam 
converges into a small light spot by the optical system 
to irradiate the magnetic field application region of the 
magnetic recording layer 13. As a result, a magnetized 
region whose magnetization direction changes in corre- 
spondence with a change in the direction of an applied 
magnetic field is formed on the magnetic recording layer 
13, thereby recording the information signal. 
[0047] To reproduce an information signal recorded in 
this manner, the optical head 2 irradiates the magnetic 
recording layer 1 3 with a laser beam of lower power than 
in recording while the magneto-optical disk 1 1 is rotated. 
The polarization plane of the laser beam reflected by the 
magnetic recording layer 13 rotates in correspondence 
with the magnetization direction of the magnetized re- 
gion formed on the magnetic recording layer 13. This is 
detected by the optical sensor of the optical head 2, and 
the detection signal is amplified by the amplifying circuit 
9. An information signal is reproduced from the detec- 
tion signal amplified by an information signal reproduc- 
ing circuit 10, and is output from an output terminal T2. 
[0048] Figs. 2A to 2C show the structure of the coil 
21 . Fig. 2A is a view when viewed from the top, Fig. 2B 
is a side sectional view, and Fig. 2C is a view when 
viewed from the bottom. 

[0049] The coil 21 is constituted by a base 30 as a thin 
plate made of a nonconductive material, e.g., a resin 
material, a coil pattern 31a made of a conductive mate- 
rial film such as a copper film, an insulating member 32a 
made of a nonconductive material film such as a photo- 
sensitive resin material film, a protection coat 33a cov- 
ering the coil pattern 31a, which pattern 31a, member 
32a, and coat 33a are formed on a side (upper surface 
side) of the base 30 facing the core 20, a coil pattern 
31 b made of a conductive material film such as a copper 
film, an insulating member 32b made of a nonconduc- 
tive material film such as a photosensitive resin material 
film, and a protection coat 33b covering the coil pattern 
31b, which pattern 31b, member 32b, and coat 33b are 
formed on a side (lower surface side) of the base 30 
facing the magneto-optical disk 11 . 
[0050] The hole hi as a magnetic pole arrangement 



portion is formed in the center of the coil 21 . The coil 
patterns 31a and 31b are spirally formed around the 
holehl. 

[0051] The inner peripheral portions of the coil pat- 

5 terns 31 a and 31 b are connected through a connecting 
portion 34a such as a through hole formed near the hole 
hi. To connect the coil patterns 31 a and 31 b to the mag- 
netic head drive circuit 6 via a current relay member 
such as a lead in order to supply a current, first and sec- 

10 ond terminals 35a and 35b are formed on the upper sur- 
face side of the coil 21 . The outer peripheral portion of 
the coil pattern 31 a is connected to the first terminal 35a, 
and that of the coil pattern 31b is connected to the sec- 
ond terminal 35b via a connecting portion 34b. The coil 

15 patterns 31 a and 31 b are series-connected between the 
first and second terminals 35a and 35b. A current is sup- 
plied from the first and second terminals 35a and 35b to 
the coil patterns 31a and 31b to generate a magnetic 
field from the end face of the magnetic pole p1. The 

20 magnetic field is vertically applied to the magneto-opti- 
cal disk 1 1 . 

[0052] An impedance Z1 between the first and second 
terminals 35a and 35b of the coil 21 in the magnetic 
head 1 having the core 20 made of a soft magnetic ma- 

25 terial as shown in Fig. 1 can be equivalent^ expressed 
by an equivalent circuit constituted by an inductance L1 , 
an RF resistance Rp1 parallel to the inductance L1 , and 
a DC resistance Rs which is series-connected to the in- 
ductance L1 and is independent of the frequency, as 

30 shown in Fig. 6. Also, an impedance ZO between the 
first and second terminals 35a and 35b of (only) the coil 
21 to which at least the core 20 is not attached can be 
equivalents expressed by an equivalent circuit consti- 
tuted by an inductance L0, an RF resistance RpO paral- 

55 (el to the inductance L0, and a DC resistance Rs which 
is series-connected to the inductance L0 and is inde- 
pendent of the frequency, as shown in Fig. 6. 
[0053] The inductance L1 associates with the modu- 
lation frequency of the supply current to the coil 21 , the 

40 drive voltage, and the like. The RF resistance Rp1 as- 
sociates with the modulation frequency of the supply 
current to the coil 21 , the AC power loss in the magnetic 
head 1 , and the like. The DC resistance Rs associates 
with the drive voltage applied to the coil 21 , the DC pow- 

45 er loss in the magnetic head 1 , and the like. Considering 
them, to increase the modulation frequency without in- 
creasing the drive voltage of the coil 21 , and reduce the 
DC and AC power losses in the magnetic head 1, the 
electrical characteristics of the coil 21 are evaluated by 

so the inductance L1 , RF resistance Rpl, and DC resist- 
ance Rs, which must be made to fall within their desir- 
able ranges. 

[0054] When the core 20 is attached, the core 20 mag- 
netizes to generate a magnetic flux, and thus the induct- 
55 ance L1 of the coil 21 becomes higher than the induct- 
ance LO in a state in which the core 20 is not attached 
(only the coil 21 ). The RF resistance RpO of only the coil 
21 is mainly generated under the influences of the prox- 
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imity and skin effects on the coil pattern. When the core 

20 is attached, the RF resistance Rpl is further influ- 
enced by the RF loss in the core 20. In this way, the 
electrical characteristics of the coil 21 when the core 20 
is attached are influenced by not only the coil 21 but also 
the core 20. Hence, to attain desirable electrical char- 
acteristics of the coil 21 , the electrical characteristics of 
the coil 21 are evaluated when the core 20 made of a 
magnetic material is not attached, and are further eval- 
uated after the core 20 is attached. Note that the DC 
resistance Rs is irrelevant to attachment/detachment of 
the core 20. The AC power loss of the magnetic head is 
inversely proportional to the RF resistance Rp1 or RpO 
of the coil 21 , so that the values RpO and Rp1 are de- 
sirably as large as possible. 

[0055] In particular, for a high modulation frequency, 
the electrostatic capacitance between the first and sec- 
ond terminals 35a and 35b must be considered in addi- 
tion to the inductances LO and L1 , RF resistances RpO 
and Rp1, and DC resistance Rs. Letting LO and L1 be 
inductances of the coil 21 when the core 20 is not at- 
tached and is attached, and C be the electrostatic ca- 
pacitance, a self-resonance frequency frO of the coil 21 
when the core 20 is not attached is substantially given by 

1/ (2%JL0 x C) 

A self-resonance frequency fr1 of the coil 21 when the 
core 20 is attached is substantially given by 

1/ (2njL1 x C) 

If the self-resonance frequencies frO and fr1 are low, the 
modulation frequency of the supply current to the coil 

21 is difficult to increase. Thus, at least the self-reso- 
nance frequencies frO and fr1 are desirably much higher 
than the maximum modulation frequency of the supply 
current to the coil 21 . 

[0056] Desirable electrical characteristics of the coil 
21 will be explained in detail. A drive voltage to be ap- 
plied to the coil 21 in recording an information signal is 
proportional to the maximum modulation frequency of 
the supply current to the coil 21 and the inductance L1 . 
To increase the modulation frequency without increas- 
ing the drive voltage, the inductance L1 must be re- 
duced. For example, to set the maximum modulation 
frequency to 8 MHz or more, the inductance L1 [\iH] de- 
sirably satisfies inequality (1): 

L1<1.4[u.H] (1) 

[0057] As the RF resistance Rpl is higher, the AC pow- 
er loss is smaller. Moreover, a current supplied to the 
magnetic head contains a frequency component ex- 
ceeding the maximum modulation frequency as the cur- 



rent waveform approaches a rectangle. Therefore, to re- 
duce the power consumption of the magnetic head, the 
RF resistance Rpl [Q] at a frequency of 20 MHz desira- 
bly satisfies inequality (2): 

5 

Rp1 >L1 x 1500 (2) 

[0058] The RF resistance Rpl [Q] more desirably sat- 
10 isfies inequality (3): 

Rp1 £ L1 x 2000 (3) 

is [0059] If the electrostatic capacitance C between the 
first and second terminals 35a and 35b of the coil 21 is 
1 .4 [pF] or less, the frequency fr1 [MHz] which maximiz- 
es the impedance magnitude IZ1I, and the inductance 
L1 at 10 MHz satisfy inequality (4): 

20 

fr1 > 1/(2teVlJ X 1.4 x 10* 6 ) (4) 

As a result, the self -resonance frequency fr1 of the coil 
25 21 can be set much higher than the maximum modula- 
tion frequency. 

[0060] The present inventor has made extensive 
studies to find that to satisfy inequalities (1 ) and (2) when 
the core having the projecting magnetic pole is attached, 
30 the electrical characteristics of the coil 21 (electrical 
characteristics of only the coil 21) when the core 20 is 
not attached, i.e., the inductance LO [u,H] and the RF 
resistance RpO [ft] at a frequency of 20 MHz desirably 
satisfy inequalities (5) and (6) in correspondence with 
55 inequalities (1) and (2): 

LO £ 0.85 [u,H] (5) 

40 

RpOSsLO X 1500 (6) 

[0061 ] The RF resistance RpO [ft] more desirably sat- 
isfies inequality (7): 

45 

RpO ^ LO X 2000 (7) 

[0062] In addition, the frequency frO [MHz] which 
50 maximizes an impedance magnitude IZOI of the coil 21 , 
and the inductance LO at 10 MHz satisfy inequality (9): 

frO > 1/ (2njL0 x 1.4 x 10 6 ) (9) 

55 

[0063] As the DC resistance Rs is lower, the DC pow- 
er loss of the magnetic head is smaller. To reduce the 
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power consumption of the magnetic head, the DC re- 
sistance Rs [O] desirably satisfies inequality (8) (regard- 
less of attachment/detachment of the core 20): 

Rs <; 2 [O] (8) 

[0064] Note that the inductances L0 and L1 are values 
at a frequency of 10 MHz, and the RF resistances RpO 
and Rpl are values at a frequency of 20 MHz. The in- 
ductances L0 and L1 , DC resistance Rs, RF resistances 
RpO and Rp1, and self-resonance frequencies frO and 
fr1 are values measured between the first and second 
terminals 35a and 35b. If conductive members such as 
leads for supplying a current are connected to the first 
and second terminals 35a and 35b of the coil 21 in 
measurement, they influence measurement values. To 
prevent this, such conductive members must be discon- 
nected from the first and second terminals 35a and 35b 
of the coil 21 in measurement. 
[0065] More specifically, the inductances L0 and L1 , 
DC resistance Rs, and RF resistances RpO and Rp1 can 
be measured by the following method. First, the DC re- 
sistance Rs between the first and second terminals 35a 
and 35b is measured using a resistance meter or the 
like. Then, the impedance Z0 or Z1 between the first and 
second terminals 35a and 35b is measured at a prede- 
termined frequency using an impedance analyzer, e.g., 
a NETWORK/SPECTRUM ANALYZER 4195A availa- 
ble from HEWLETT PACKARD. The inductance L0 or 
L1 at 10 MHz and the RF resistance RpO or Rpl at 20 
MHz are calculated from the obtained measurement val- 
ue of the impedance Z0 or Z1 and the previously meas- 
ured DC resistance Rs. For example, if measurement 
values of the impedance Z0 at a frequency f are R0, XO 
(note that ZO = RO + jXO, i.e., RO is the real part of ZO, 
and XO is the imaginary part of ZO), and ARO = RO - Rs, 
RpO and LO are calculated by equations (39) and (40): 

RpO = (ARO 2 + X0 2 )/AR0 (39) 



LO = (ARO 2 + X0 2 )/27tfX0 (40) 

[0066] Similarly, if measurement values of the imped- 
ance Z1 at the frequency f are R1 , X1 (note that Z1 = 
R1 + jXI, i.e., R1 is the real part of Z1, and X1 is the 
imaginary part of Z1), and AR1 = R1 - Rs, RpO and LO 
are calculated by equations (41) and (42): 

Rp1 =(AR1 2 + X1 2 )/AR1 (41) 
L1 =(AR1 2 + X1 2 )/27cfX1 (42) 



[0067] The frequency is swept using the impedance 
analyzer, and frequencies which maximize the imped- 
ance magnitudes IZOI and IZ1 1 are specified and defined 
as the self-resonance frequencies frO and fr1 . 

5 [0068] The present inventor has further made studies 
on the electrical characteristics of the coil 21 to find that 
the coil 21 having desirable electrical characteristics 
that satisfy inequalities (5) to (9) can be implemented by 
a coil pattern having the following characteristics. 

10 [0069] The coil 21 is made up of two to four flat spiral 
coil patterns which are formed with the same central axis 
and series-connected, i.e., the two coil patterns 31 a and 
31b in the first embodiment. If the number of coil pat- 
terns is one or five or more, it is difficult to sufficiently 

is increase the magnetic field generation efficiency with out 
increasing the inductance LO. Five or more coil patterns 
increase the coil thickness to increase the height of the 
magnetic pole p1 of the core 20, resulting in a large RF 
loss in the core 20. Three or four coil patterns may be 

20 formed by stacking. In this case, the manufacturing 
process becomes more complicated than in the first em- 
bodiment. By forming the same number of coil patterns 
on the upper and lower surface sides of the coil 21 , the 
two surfaces of the coil 21 simultaneously expand/con- 

25 tract upon temperature changes in the manufacture or 
use, which prevents deformation of the coil 21. It is, 
therefore, the most desirable to form single coil patterns 
on both the upper and lower surface sides of the coil 21 , 
like the first embodiment. 

30 [0070] The coil pattern has an almost rectangular sec- 
tional shape. P represents the pitch (minimum value if 
the pitch changes depending on the position) of the coil 
pattern; W, the width of the sectional shape at the min- 
imum pitch P; and H, the height, rl represents the mini- 

35 mum radius of the innermost periphery of the coil pattern 
(minimum value of the distance from a center X of the 
coil patterns 31a and 31b to the innermost periphery); 
and r2, the maximum radius of the outermost periphery 
of the coil pattern (maximum value of the distance from 

40 the center X of the coil patterns 31 a and 31 b to the out- 
ermost periphery). N represents the number of turns of 
the coil patterns (the total number of turns of the coil 
patterns 31 a and 31b). 

[0071] A smaller pitch P of the coil pattern can desir- 
45 ably decrease the inductance LO of the coil 21 . Howev- 
er, if the width W and height H also decrease with a de- 
crease in pitch P, the sectional area of the coil pattern 
decreases to increase the DC resistance Rs of the coil 
pattern. In addition, the circumferential length (2W + 2H) 
50 of the coil pattern decreases to undesirably reduce the 
RF resistance RpO owing to the skin effect. To the con- 
trary, if an excessively large height H increases the coil 
thickness to decrease the magnetic field generation ef- 
ficiency. As a result of increasing the electrostatic ca- 
55 pacitance C, the self-resonance frequency frO decreas- 
es. This makes the manufacture difficult. Hence, the 
range of the height H (or H/W) must be properly selected 
as follows in accordance with the pitch P of the coil pat- 
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tern. More specifically, to make the electrical character- 
istics of the coil 21 satisfy inequalities (5) to (9), the pitch 
P Qim], width W [urn], and height H [uxn] of the coil pat- 
tern desirably satisfy inequalities (10) and (11): 

15[u.m]s P<70[um] (10) 



1 .85 - 0.01 2P £ H/W < 7.5 - 0.06P (1 1 ) 

[0072] A higher ratio W/P can decrease the DC resist- 
ance Rs of the coil. However, an excessively high ratio 
W/P decreases the RF resistance RpO owing to the 
proximity effect with an adjacent coil pattern. As a result 
of increasing the electrostatic capacitance C, the self- 
resonance frequency frO decreases. From this, W/P de- 
sirably satisfies inequality (12): 

0.55 < W/P < 0.8 (12) 

[0073] To increase the magnetic field generation effi- 
ciency, an interval Tb between the coil patterns 31 a and 
31 b, and an interval Tc (almost equal to the thickness of 
the protection coat 33b) between the end face of the coil 
pattern 31b formed on the lower surface of the coil 21 
facing the magneto-optical disk 11 and the lower surface 
of the coil 21 (surface of the protection coat 33b) must 
be set sufficiently small. In addition, a total thickness T 
of the coil 21 must be set small, and the coil patterns 
31a and 31b must be brought closer to the magneto- 
optical disk 11. However, an excessively small interval 
Tb decreases the RF resistance RpO or increases the 
electrostatic capacitance C due to the proximity effect 
between the coil patterns 31 a and 31 b, thereby decreas- 
ing the self-reso nance frequency frO. To prevent this, the 
interval Tb [ujti], interval Tc [u/n], and thickness T [u.m] 
preferably satisfy inequalities (13), (14), and (15): 

2 [urn] < Tb < 70 [\im] (13) 



Tc<1.5H[u.m] (14) 



50 [u.m] <> T <, 450 [urn] (15) 

[0074] A smaller number N of turns of the coil patterns 
desirably decreases the inductance L0. However, the 
magnetic field generation efficiency decreases, and a 
current necessary for generating a magnetic field of a 
desired strength increases. Accordingly, the number N 
of turns must fall within an appropriate range given by 
inequality (16): 



14<N<40 (16) 

[0075] A smaller minimum radius ri of the innermost 
5 periphery of the coil pattern can increase the magnetic 
field generation efficiency, whereas a smaller maximum 
radius r2 of the outermost periphery of the coil pattern 
can decrease the inductance L0. Therefore, the mini- 
mum radius ri [mm] of the innermost periphery and the 
10 maximum radius r2 [mm] of the outermost periphery de- 
sirably satisfy inequalities (17) and (18): 

rl£0.2[mm] (17) 

15 

r2<M.1[mm] (18) 

[0076] Several examples of the coil 21 in the first em- 
bodiment of the present invention will be described to- 
gether with numerical data. 

First Example 

[0077] Coil patterns 31a and 31b are made from a 
copper film, and their pitch P, height H, and width W are 
set to 60 urn, 55 urn, and 37 urn, respectively. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities. (10), (11), and (12). 
[0078] The interval Tb between the coil patterns 31 a 
and 31 b is set to 40 u.m; the interval Tc (almost equal to 
the thickness of a protection coat 33b) between the end 
face of the coil pattern 31b and the lower surface of a 
coil 21 (surface of the protection coat 33b), to 20 u.m; 
and the thickness T of the coil 21, to 190 urn These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (13), (14), and (15). 
[0079] The number N of turns of the coil patterns is 
set to 28.5 (the number of turns of each of the coil pat- 
terns 31 a and 31 b is 14.25). This numerical data satis- 
fies inequality (16). 

[0080] The minimum radius ri of the innermost periph- 
ery of the coil pattern is set to 0.12 mm; and the maxi- 
mum radius r2 of the outermost periphery, to 1 .00 mm. 
These numerical data satisfy inequalities (1 7) and (1 8). 
[0081] Theelectricalcharacteristicsofthecoil21 hav- 
ing these numerical data when no core 20 was attached 
(electrical characteristics of only the coil 21 ) were meas- 
ured to find that the inductance L0 at 10 MHz was 0.76 
u.H, the RF resistance RpO at 20 MHz was 1 ,700 ft, the 
DC resistance Rs was 0.88 ft, and the self-resonance 
frequency frO was 226 MHz. These numerical data sat- 
isfy inequalities (5) to (9). 

[0082] A ferrite core 20 was attached to the coil 21 to 
constitute a magnetic head 1 , and the electrical charac- 
teristics of the coil 21 were measured to find that the 
inductance L1 at 10 MHz was 1.38 u.H, the RF resist- 
ance Rp1 at 20 MHz was 2,990 ft, and the self-reso- 
nance frequency f ri was 1 68 MHz. These numerical da- 
ta satisfy inequalities (1) to (4). 
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[0083] The first example is suitable for the use when 
the maximum modulation frequency of the supply cur- 
rent is 8 MHz or more. 

Second Example 

[0084] Coil patterns 31a and 31b are made from a 
copper film, and their pitch P, height H, and width W are 
set to 40 jim, 50 u/n, and 25 u.m, respectively. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (10), (11), and (12). 
[0085] The interval Tb between the coil patterns 31a 
and 31 b is set to 40 ujti; the interval Tc (almost equal to 
the thickness of a protection coat 33b) between the end 
face of the coil pattern 31b and the lower surface of a 
coil 21 (surface of the protection coat 33b), to 20 ujti; 
and the thickness T of the coil 21 , to 180 ujti. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (13), (14), and (15). 
[0086] The number N of turns of the coil patterns is 
set to 28.5 (the number of turns of each of the coil pat- 
terns 31 a and 31b is 14.25). This numerical data satis- 
fies inequality (16). 

[0087] The minimum radius rl of the innermost periph- 
ery of the coil pattern is set to 0.12 mm; and the maxi- 
mum radius r2 of the outermost periphery, to 0.71 mm. 
These numerical data satisfy inequalities (17) and (18). 
[0088] The electrical characteristics of the coil 2 1 hav- 
ing these numerical data when no core 20 was attached 
(electrical characteristics of only the coil 21 ) were meas- 
ured to find that the inductance LO at 10 MHz was 0.68 
u,H, the RF resistance RpO at 20 MHz was 1 ,550 Q, the 
DC resistance Rs was 0.97 CI, and the self-resonance 
frequency frO was 251 MHz. These numerical data sat- 
isfy inequalities (5) to (9). 

[0089] A ferrite core 20 was attached to the coil 21 to 
constitute a magnetic head 1 , and the electrical charac- 
teristics of the coil 21 were measured to find that the 
inductance L1 at 10 MHz was 1.23 jxH, the RF resist- 
ance Rp1 at 20 MHz was 2,700 ft, and the self-reso- 
nance frequency fr1 was 1 87 MHz. These numerical da- 
ta satisfy inequalities (1) to (4). 
[0090] The inductance L1 is lower in the second ex- 
ample than in the first example, and the second example 
is suitable for the use when the maximum modulation 
frequency of the supply current is 11 MHz or more. Third 
Example 

[0091] Coil patterns 31a and 31b are made from a 
copper film, and their pitch P, height H, and width W are 
set to 30 u.m, 45 p.m, and 18 um, respectively. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (10), (11), and (12). 
[0092] The interval Tb between the coil patterns 31a 
and 31 b is set to 40 u,m; the interval Tc (almost equal to 
the thickness of a protection coat 33b) between the end 
face of the coil pattern 31b and the lower surface of a 
coil 21 (surface of the protection coat 33b), to 20 urn; 
and the thickness T of the coil 21, to 170 urn. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (13), (14), and (15). 
[0093] The number N of turns of the coil patterns is 
set to 32.5 (the number of turns of each of the coil pat- 



terns 31 a and 31 b is 1 6.25). This numerical data satis- 
fies inequality (16). 

[0094] The minimum radius rl of the innermost periph- 
ery of the coil pattern is set to 0.12 mm; and the maxi- 
5 mum radius r2 of the outermost periphery, to 0.62 mm. 
These numerical data satisfy inequalities (17) and (1 8). 
[0095] The electrical characteristics of the coil 21 hav- 
ing these numerical data when no core 20 was attached 
(electrical characteristics of only the coil 21 ) were meas- 
w ured to find that the inductance L0 at 10 MHz was 0.77 
u.H, the RF resistance RpO at 20 MHz was 1 ,760 ft, the 
DC resistance Rs was 1 .58 ft, and the self-resonance 
frequency frO was 225 MHz. These numerical data sat- 
isfy inequalities (5) to (9). 
15 [0096] A ferrite core 20 was attached to the coil 21 to 
constitute a magnetic head 1 , and the electrical charac- 
teristics of the coil 21 were measured to find that the 
inductance L1 at 10 MHz was 1 .39 u,H, the RF resist- 
ance Rpl at 20 MHz was 3,160 ft, and the self-reso- 
nance frequency f rl was 1 67 MHz. These numerical da- 
ta satisfy inequalities (1) to (4). 
[0097] The third example is suitable for the use when 
the maximum modulation frequency of the supply cur- 
rent is 8 MHz or more. Since the number N of turns is 
larger than in the first and second examples, the third 
example can further increase the magnetic field gener- 
ation efficiency. 

Fourth Example 

[0098] Coil patterns 31a and 31b are made from a 
copper film, and their pitch P, height H, and width W are 
set to 30 u,m, 45 ujti, and 18 u.m, respectively. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (10), (11), and (12). 
[0099] The interval Tb between the coil patterns 31a 
and 31 b is set to 40 u.m; the interval Tc (almost equal to 
the thickness of a protection coat 33b) between the end 
face of the coil pattern 31b and the lower surface of a 
coil 21 (surface of the protection coat 33b), to 20 u.m; 
and the thickness T of the coil 21, to 170 urn. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (13), (14), and (15). 
[0100] The number N of turns of the coil patterns is 
set to 28.5 (the number of turns of each of the coil pat- 
terns 31a and 31b is 14.25). This numerical data satis- 
fies inequality (16). 

[0101] The minimum radius r1 of the innermost pe- 
riphery of the coil pattern is set to 0.1 2 mm; and the max- 
imum radius r2 of the outermost periphery, to 0.56 mm. 
These numerical data satisfy inequalities (1 7) and (18). 
[0102] The electrical characteristics of the coil 21 hav- 
ing these numerical data when no core 20 was attached 
(electrical characteristics of only the coil 21 ) were meas- 
ured to find that the inductance L0 at 10 MHz was 0.52 
|iH, the RF resistance RpO at 20 MHz was 1 ,1 70 a, the 
DC resistance Rs was 1 .36 ft, and the self-resonance 
frequency frO was 298 MHz. These numerical data sat- 
isfy inequalities (5) to (9). 

[01 03] A ferrite core 20 was attached to the coil 21 to 
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constitute a magnetic head 1 , and the electrical charac- 
teristics of the coil 21 were measured to find that the 
inductance L1 at 10 MHz was 0.95 u.H, the RF resist- 
ance Rpl at 20 MHz was 2,020 Q, and the self-reso- 
nance frequency fr1 was 220 MHz. These numerical da- 
ta satisfy inequalities (1) to (4). 
[0104] Since the inductance L1 is lower than in the 
first and second examples, the fourth example is suita- 
ble for the use when the maximum modulation frequen- 
cy of the supply current is 14 MHz or more. 
[0105] To attain desirable electrical characteristics of 
the coil 21 , not only numerical data of the coil pattern 
are optimized, as described above, but also the core 20 
is formed from a soft magnetic material whose real part 
u.' and imaginary part u° of the relative permeability at a 
frequency of 1 0 MHz are 300 or more and 1 ,600 or less, 
respectively. As such material, Mn-Zn ferrite HR52 or 
HR54 available from TDK, or Mn-Zn ferrite H3F7 or 
H3F8 available from Sumitomo Special Metals can be 
adopted. 

[0106] To efficiently apply a magnetic field from the 
magnetic head 1 to the magneto-optical disk 1 1 , the coil 

21 must be brought sufficiently close to the magneto- 
optical disk 11. For this purpose, an interval d [jim] be- 
tween the lower surface of the coil 21 facing the mag- 
neto-optical disk 11 and the lowest point of the sliding 
surface As or floating surface Af (i.e., the surface of the 
magneto-optical disk 11) desirably satisfies inequality 
(19): 

d< 200 [urn] (19) 

By forming the protection coat 33b from a material ex- 
cellent in lubricity and wear resistance, the lower surface 
of the coil 21 (surface of the protection coat 33b) facing 
the magneto-optical disk 11 may serve as the sliding 
surface As or floating surface Af. In this case, d = 0. 

[Second Embodiment] 

[0107] Fig. 4 is a side sectional view showing the 
structure of a magnetic head 1 according to the second 
embodiment of the invention. Fig. 5 shows the schemat- 
ic arrangement of a magneto-optical recording appara- 
tus according to the second embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0108] As shown in Fig. 4, the magnetic head 1 is con- 
stituted by a lens 23, a coil 21 , and a slider 22 which 
mounts them. Reference numeral 11 denotes a magne- 
to-optical disk serving as a magneto-optical recording 
medium for recording an information signal. The slider 

22 is made of a resin material or ceramic excellent in 
lubricity and wear resistance. The lower surface of the 
slider 22 facing the magneto-optical disk 11 serves as 
a sliding surface As for sliding on the magneto-optical 
disk 11 or a floating surface Af for floating and gliding 
on the magneto-optical disk 11 . Fig. 4 shows a state in 



which the magnetic head 1 floats and glides above the 
magneto-optical disk 1 1 . The coil 21 has the same struc- 
ture as that shown in Figs. 2A to 2C in the first embod- 
iment, and a detailed description thereof will be omitted. 

5 [0109] The lens 23 is made of a light-transmitting ma- 
terial such as glass in a hemispherical shape, and a pro- 
jection p2 is formed on the bottom of the lens 23. In the 
second embodiment, a hole hi of the coil 21 is a light- 
transmitting portion, and allows inserting the projection 

10 p2 of the lens 23 in the hole hi . The projection p2 of the 
lens 23 faces the magneto-optical disk 1 1 . While the dis- 
tal end of the projection p2 is close to the surface of the 
magneto-optical disk 11, a laser beam is emitted from 
the distal end of the projection p2 to a magnetic record- 
's ing layer 13 of the magneto-optical disk 1 1 , thereby con- 
verging the laser beam into a small light spot. 
[01 1 0] In the second embodiment, the magnetic head 
1 may or may not comprise a core made of a soft mag- 
netic material such as ferrite. The optical head is ar- 

20 ranged above the magnetic head 1 . Even if the magnetic 
head 1 comprises a core, a light-transmitting portion 
such as a hole must be formed in the center of the core, 
and no projecting magnetic pole can be formed. Since 
the hole hi of the coil 21 is a light-transmitting portion, 

25 a magnetic pole made of a light-shielding material such 
as ferrite cannot be inserted in the hole hi . From this, a 
flat core which is made of a soft magnetic material such 
as ferrite and has a light-transmitting portion such as a 
hole is attached between the upper surface of the coil 

30 21 and the lens 23. 

[0111] In Fig. 5, the magneto-optical disk 11 serves 
as a magneto-optical recording medium for recording an 
information signal, and is comprised of a substrate 12 
formed from a transparent material and a magnetic re- 

35 cording layer 1 3 formed from a magnetic material on the 
substrate 12. The magneto-optical disk 11 is rotated by 
a spindle motor 3. The magnetic head 1 shown in Fig. 
4 is arranged above the upper surface of the magneto- 
optical disk 11 , and an optical head 2 is arranged above 

40 the magnetic head 1 . 

[0112] The magnetic head 1 is held at the distal end 
of an elastic support member 4 such that the sliding sur- 
face As or floating surface Af faces the upper surface of 
the magneto-optical disk 11. The proximal end of the 

45 support member 4 is attached to a coupling member 5, 
and the optical head 2 is also attached to the coupling 
member 5. The magnetic and optical heads 1 and 2 are 
integrally conveyed by a convey means (not shown) to 
arbitrary positions along the radial direction of the mag- 

50 neto-optical disk 11. 

[0113] The coil 21 of the magnetic head 1 is connect- 
ed to a magnetic head drive circuit 6, which is connected 
to a recording signal producing circuit 7. 
[0114] The optical head 2 is made up of a laser 

55 source, optical sensor, optical system, and the like. The 
laser source is connected to a laser drive circuit 8, and 
the optical sensor is connected to an amplifying circuit 9 . 
[0115] To record an information signal on the magne- 
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to-optical disk 11 , the magneto-optical disk 11 is rotated 
by the spindle motor 3. Then, the magnetic head 1 slides 
on or floats/glides above the magneto-optical disk 11. 
The recording signal producing circuit 7 performs 
processing such as coding for an information signal in- 
put from an input terminal T1 , produces a recording sig- 
nal, and sends the signal to the magnetic head drive cir- 
cuit 6. The magnetic head drive circuit 6 supplies a cur- 
rent modulated by the recording signal to the coil 21 of 
the magnetic head 1 . The amplitude of the current sup- 
plied to the coil is ±70 mA to ±1 60 mA, and its maximum 
modulation frequency is 8 MHz or more. 
[01 16] A magnetic field modulated by the information 
signal is generated from the magnetic head 1 , and ver- 
tically applied to the magnetic recording layer 13 of the 
magneto-optical disk 11. At the same time, the laser 
source of the optical head 2 emits a laser beam upon 
reception of a current from the laser drive circuit 8. The 
laser beam converges into a small light spot via the op- 
tical system of the optical head 2 and the lens 23 mount- 
ed on the magnetic head 1 , irradiating the magnetic field 
application region of the magnetic recording layer 13. 
As a result, a magnetized region whose magnetization 
direction changes in correspondence with changes in 
the direction of an applied magnetic field is formed on 
the magnetic recording layer 13, thereby recording the 
information signal. 

[01 17] To reproduce an information signal recorded in 
this manner, the optical head 2 irradiates the magnetic 
recording layer 1 3 wjth a laser beam of lower power than 
in recording while the magneto-optical disk 11 is rotated. 
The polarization plane of the laser beam reflected by the 
magnetic recording layer 13 rotates in correspondence 
with the magnetization direction of the magnetized re- 
gion formed on the magnetic recording layer 13. This is 
detected by the optical sensor of the optical head 2, and 
the detection signal is amplified by the amplifying circuit 
9. An information signal is reproduced from the detec- 
tion signal amplified by an information signal reproduc- 
ing circuit 10, and is output from an output terminal T2. 
[01 18] The lens 23 is used to converge a laser beam 
for irradiating the magnetic head 1 from the optical head 
2 into a smaller light spot. If, however, the light spot of 
the laser beam need not be made smaller, the magnetic 
head 1 need not always comprise the lens 23. Instead, 
the magnetic head 1 may or may not comprise a mem- 
ber (e.g., glass plate) for transmitting a laser beam. In 
the second embodiment, the optical head 2 is arranged 
above the magnetic head 1 , so that at least the coil 21 
of the magnetic head 1 must have a light-transmitting 
portion such as the hole hi . 

[01 1 9] Also in the second embodiment, an impedance 
Z1 between first and second terminals 35a and 35b of 
the coil 21 in the magnetic head 1 can be equivalent^ 
expressed by an equivalent circuit constituted by an in- 
ductance L1, an RF resistance Rp1 parallel to the in- 
ductance L1, and a DC resistance Rs which is series- 
connected to the inductance L1 and is independent of 



the frequency, as shown in Fig. 6. Also, an impedance 
Z0 between the first and second terminals 35a and 35b 
of (only) the coil 21 to which at least the core 20 is not 
attached can be equivalentfy expressed by an equiva- 
5 lent circuit constituted by an inductance L0, an RF re- 
sistance RpO parallel to the inductance L0, and a DC 
resistance Rs which is series-connected to the induct- 
ance L0 and is independent of the frequency, as shown 
in Fig. 6. If the magnetic head 1 does not comprise any 
core, the inductance L1 and Rf resistance Rp1 of the 
coil 21 in the magnetic head 1 are equal to the induct- 
ance L0 and RF resistance RpO of only the coil 21 . The 
DC resistance Rs is irrelevant to attachment/detach- 
ment of the core. The RF resistance RpO of only the coil 
21 is mainly generated under the influence of the prox- 
imity and skin effects on the coil pattern. The RF resist- 
ance Rpl of the coil 21 in the magnetic head 1 to which 
the core 20 is attached is further influenced by the RF 
loss in the core 20. As the values of the RF resistances 
Rpl and RpO are larger, the AC power loss is desirably 
smaller. 

[0120] Since the second embodiment does not em- 
ploy at least a core having a projecting magnetic pole, 
the electrical characteristics of the coil 21 of the mag- 
netic head 1 and the numerical data of a coil pattern ca- 
pable of realizing this are different from those in the first 
embodiment. Desirable electrical characteristics of the 
coil 21 in the second embodiment will be described. 
[0121] To increase the modulation frequency without 
increasing the drive voltage in recording an information 
signal, the inductance L1 must be reduced. For exam- 
ple, to set the maximum modulation frequency to 8 MHz 
or more, the inductance L1 [jiH] desirably satisfies ine- 
quality (20): 

L1£1.4[jiH] (20) 

[0122] As the RF resistance Rpl is higher, the AC pow- 
er loss is smaller. Moreover, a current supplied to the 
coil 21 of the magnetic head 1 contains a frequency 
component exceeding the maximum modulation fre- 
quency as the current waveform approaches a rectan- 
gle. Therefore, to reduce the power consumption of the 
magnetic head 1 , the RF resistance Rp1 [O] at a fre- 
quency of 20 MHz desirably satisfies inequality (21): 

Rp1 > L1 x 1200 (21) 

[0123] The RF resistance Rp1 [Q] more desirably sat- 
isfies inequality (22): 

Rp1 > L1 X 1500 (22) 

[01 24] If the electrostatic capacitance C between the 
first and second terminals 35a and 35b of the coil 21 is 
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1 .4 [pF] or less, the frequency fr1 [MHz] which maximiz- 
es the impedance magnitude IZ1I, and the inductance 
L1 at 1 0 MHz satisfy inequality (23) (note that inequality 
(23) is the same as inequality (4)): 

fr1 > 1/ (2nju X 1.4 X 10" 6 ) (23) 

As a result, the self-resonance frequency fr1 of the coil 
21 can be set much higher than the maximum modula- 
tion frequency. 

[0125] The present inventor has made extensive 
studies to find that to make the electrical characteristics 
of the magnetic head 1 satisfy inequalities (20) and (21 ), 
the electrical characteristics of the coil 21 (electrical 
characteristics of only the coil 21) when the core 20 is 
not attached , i.e., the inductance L0 [uJH] and the RF 
resistance RpO [Q] at a frequency of 20 MHz desirably 
satisfy inequalities (24) and (25) in correspondence with 
inequalities (20) and (21): 

L0<1.4[u.H] (24) 



RpO > LO x 1200 (25) 

[01 26] The RF resistance RpO [Q] more desirably sat- 
isfies inequality (26): 

Rp0.2»L0 x 1500 (26) 

[0127] In addition, the frequency frO [MHz] which max- 
imizes an impedance magnitude IZ0I of only the coil 21 , 
and the inductance L0 at 10 MHz satisfy inequality (28) 
(note that inequality (28) is the same as inequality (9)): 

frO > 1/ (2kJl.O X 1.4 X 10" 6 ) (28) 

[0128] If the magnetic head 1 does not comprise any 
core, L1 = LO and Rp1 = RpO hold. As far as inequalities 
(24), (25), and (26) are only satisfied, inequalities (20), 
(21), and (22) can necessarily be satisfied. 
[01 29] As the DC resistance Rs is lower, the DC pow- 
er loss of the magnetic head is smaller. To reduce the 
power consumption of the magnetic head, the DC re- 
sistance Rs [Q] desirably satisfies inequality (27) (re- 
gardless of attachment/detachment of the core): 

Rs < 6 [Q] (27) 

[01 30] The second embodiment does not use at least 
a core having a projecting magnetic pole, unlike the first 
embodiment, so that the lower limits of the RF resist- 



ances Rp1 and RpO given by inequalities (21), (22), (25), 
and (26) and the upper limit of the DC resistance Rs 
given by inequality (27) are different from those given 
by inequalities (2), (3), (6), (7), and (8). 
5 [01 31 ] Also in the second embodiment, the inductanc- 
es LO and L1 are values at a frequency of 1 0 MHz, and 
the RF resistances RpO and Rp1 are values at a fre- 
quency of 20 MHz. The inductances LO and L1 , DC re- 
sistance Rs, RF resistances RpO and Rp1 , and self-res- 
io onance frequencies frO and fr1 are values measured be- 
tween the first and second terminals 35a and 35b. If con- 
ductive members such as leads for supplying a current 
are connected to the first and second terminals 35a and 
35b of the coil 21 in measurement, they influence meas- 
15 urement values. To prevent this, such conductive mem- 
bers must be disconnected from the first and second ter- 
minals 35a and 35b of the coil 21 in measurement. A 
detailed measurement method is the same as described 
in the first embodiment. 

[01 32] The present inventor has made studies on the 
electrical characteristics of the coil to find that the coil 
21 having desirable electrical characteristics that satisfy 
inequalities (24) to (28) can be implemented by a coil 
pattern having the following characteristics. 
[01 33] As shown in Figs. 2A to 2C, the coil 21 is made 
up of two to four fiat spiral coil patterns which are formed 
with the same central axis and series-connected, i.e., 
the two coil patterns 31 a and 31 b in this embodiment. If 
the number of coil patterns is one or five or more, it is 
difficult to sufficiently increase the magnetic field gener- 
ation efficiency without increasing the inductance L0. 
Five or more coil patterns increase the coil thickness to 
increase the height of the magnetic pole p1 of the core 
20, resulting in a large RF loss in the core 20. Three or 
four coil patterns may be formed by stacking. In this 
case, the manufacturing process becomes more com- 
plicated than in the second embodiment. By forming the 
same number of coil patterns on the upper and lower 
surface sides of the coil 21 , the two surfaces of the coil 
21 simultaneously expand/contract upon temperature 
changes in the manufacture or use, which prevents de- 
formation of the coil 21 . It is, therefore, the most desir- 
able to form single coil patterns on both the upper and 
lower surface sides of the coil 21 , like the second em- 
bodiment. 

[0134] The coil pattern has an almost rectangular sec- 
tional shape. P represents the pitch (minimum value if 
the pitch changes depending on the position) of the coil 
pattern; W, the width of the sectional shape at the min- 
imum pitch P; and H, the height, rl represents the mini- 
mum radius of the innermost periphery of the coil pattern 
(minimum value of the distance from a center X of the 
coil patterns 31a and 31b to the innermost periphery); 
and r2, the maximum radius of the outermost periphery 
of the coil pattern (maximum value of the distance from 
the center X of the coil patterns 31 a and 31 b to the out- 
ermost periphery). N represents the number of turns of 
the coil patterns (the total number of turns of the coil 
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patterns 31a and 31b). 

[01 35] A smaller pitch P of the coil pattern can desir- 
ably decrease the inductance L0 of the coil 21 . However, 
if the width W and height H also decrease with a de- 
crease in pitch P, the sectional area of the coil pattern 
decreases to increase the DC resistance Rs of the coil 
pattern. In addition, the circumferential length (2W + 2H) 
of the coil pattern decreases to undesirably reduce the 
RF resistance RpO owing to the skin effect. To the con- 
trary, an excessively large height H increases the coil 
thickness to decrease the magnetic field generation ef- 
ficiency. As a result of increasing the electrostatic ca- 
pacitance C, the self-resonance frequency frO decreas- 
es. This makes the manufacture difficult. Hence, the 
range of the height H (or H/W) must be properly selected 
in accordance with the pitch P of the coil pattern as fol- 
lows. More specifically, to make the electrical character- 
istics of the coil 21 satisfy inequalities (24) to (28), the 
pitch P [urn], width W [u/n], and height H [urn] of the coil 
pattern desirably satisfy inequalities (29) and (30): 

15[u.m]<P<50[u.m] (29) 

1 .85 - 0.01 2P < H/W < 7.5 - 0.06P (30) 

[01 36] A higher ratio W/P can decrease the DC resist- 
ance Rs of the coil. However, an excessively high ratio 
W/P decreases the RF resistance RpO due to the prox- 
imity effect with an adjacent coil pattern. As a result of 
increasing the electrostatic capacitance C, the self-res- 
onance frequency frO decreases. From this, W/P desir- 
ably satisfies inequality (31 ) (note that inequality (31 ) is 
the same as inequality (12)): 

0.55 < W/P < 0.8 (31) 

[0137] To increase the magnetic field generation effi- 
ciency, an interval Tb between the coil patterns 31 a and 
31 b, and an interval Tc (almost equal to the thickness of 
the protection coat 33b) between the end face of the coil 
pattern 31b formed on the lower surface of the coil 21 
facing the magneto-optical disk 1 1 and the lower surface 
of the coil 21 (surface of the protection coat 33b) must 
be set sufficiently small. In addition, a total thickness T 
of the coil 21 must be set small, and the coil patterns 
31a and 31b must be brought closer to the magneto- 
optical disk 1 1 . However, an excessively small interval 
Tb decreases the RF resistance RpO or increases the 
electrostatic capacitance C due to the proximity effect 
between the coil patterns 31 a and 31 b, thereby decreas- 
ing the self-resonance frequency frO. To prevent this, the 
interval Tb [urn], interval Tc QimJ, and thickness T [u.m] 
preferably satisfy inequalities (32), (33), and (34): 



2 [urn] < Tb < 70 [urn] (32) 



Tc<1.5H[um] (33) 



30 [u.m] < T < 300 [urn] (34) 

w [0138] Even if the number N of turns of the coil pat- 
terns is not set as small as that in the first embodiment, 
the inductance LO decreases. To prevent a decrease in 
magnetic field generation efficiency, the number N of 
turns is desirably larger than that in the first embodi- 

'5 ment, and must be set within a proper range given by 
inequality (35): 

20 <S N < 70 (35) 

20 

[0139] Since the second embodiment does not em- 
ploy any core having a projecting magnetic pole, the 
minimum radius ri of the innermost periphery of the coil 
pattern and the maximum radius r2 of the outermost pe- 
25 riphery must be set smaller than in the first embodiment 
in order to compensate for a decrease in magnetic field 
generation efficiency. Therefore, the minimum radius rl 
[mm] of the innermost periphery of the coil pattern and 
the maximum radius r2 [mm] of the outermost periphery 
30 desirably satisfy inequalities (36) and (37): 

r1<0.13[mm] (36) 



r2<1.0[mm] (37) 

[0140] Several examples of the coil 21 in the second 
embodiment of the present invention will be described 
40 together with numerical data. 

Fifth Example 

[0141] Coil patterns 31a and 31b are made from a 
45 copper film, and their pitch P, height H, and width W are 
set to 35 urn, 50 pm, and 22 u.m, respectively. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (29), (30), and (31). 
[0142] The interval Tb between the coil patterns 31a 
and 31b is set to 30 urn; the interval Tc (almost equal to 
so the thickness of a protection coat 33b) between the end 
face of the coil pattern 31 b and the lower surface of a 
coil 21 (surface of the protection coat 33b), to 15 urn; 
and the thickness T of the coil 21, to 160 ujti. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (32), (33), and (34). 
55 [0143] The number N of turns of the coil patterns is 
set to 40.5 (the number of turns of each of the coil pat- 
terns 31 a and 31b is 20.25). This numerical data satis- 
fies inequality (35). 
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[0144] The minimum radius ri of the in neimost periph- 
ery of the coil pattern is set to 0.07 mm; and the maxi- 
mum radius r2 of the outermost periphery, to 0.79 mm. 
These numerical data satisfy inequalities (36) and (37). 
[0145] The electrical characteristics of the coil 21 hav- 
ing these numerical data when no core 20 was attached 
(electrical characteristics of only the coil 21 ) were meas- 
ured to find that the inductance L0 at 1 0 MHz was 1,15 
U.H, the RF resistance RpO at 20 MHz was 2,550 Q, the 
DC resistance Rs was 1 .85 Q, and the self-resonance 
frequency frO was 176 MHz. These numerical data sat- 
isfy inequalities (24) to (28). 

[0146] In the magnetic head 1 to which the coil 21 was 
attached (but no core was attached), the electrical char- 
acteristics of the coil 21 were measured to find that the 
inductance L1 at 1 0 MHz was 1 .15 u.H, and the RF re- 
sistance Rp1 at 20 MHz was 2,550 ft, which were equal 
to L0 and RpO, respectively, and the self-resonance fre- 
quency fr1 was 176 MHz. These numerical data satisfy 
inequalities (20) to (23). 

[0147] The fifth example is suitable for the use when 
the maximum modulation frequency of the supply cur- 
rent is 1 1 MHz or more. 

Sixth Example 

[0148] Coil patterns 31a and 31b are made from a 
copper film, and their pitch P, height H, and width W are 
set to 25 u.m, 50 |im, and 15 urn, respectively. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (29), (30), and (31). 
[0149] The interval Tb between the coil patterns 31 a 
and 31 b is set to 30 u.m; the interval Tc (almost equal to 
the thickness of a protection coat 33b) between the end 
face of the coil pattern 31 b and the lower surface of a 
coil 21 (surface of the protection coat 33b), to 15 u.m; 
and the thickness T of the coil 21, to 160 urn. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (32), (33), and (34). 
[0150] The number N of turns of the coil patterns is 
set to 48.5 (the number of turns of each of the coil pat- 
terns 31a and 31b is 24.25). This numerical data satis- 
fies inequality (35). 

[01 51 ] The minimum radius rl of the in nermost periph- 
ery of the coil pattern is set to 0.07 mm; and the maxi- 
mum radius r2 of the outermost periphery, to 0.69 mm. 
These numerical data satisfy inequalities (36) and (37). 
[01 52] The electrical characteristics of the coil 21 hav- 
ing these numerical data when no core 20 was attached 
(electrical characteristics of only the coil 21 ) were meas- 
ured to find that the inductance L0 at 1 0 MHz was 1 .33 
uH the RF resistance RpO at 20 MHz was 2,940 a, the 
DC resistance Rs was 2.80 ft, and the self-resonance 
frequency frO was 163 MHz. These numerical data sat- 
isfy inequalities (24) to (28). 

[0153] In the magnetic head 1 to which the coil 21 was 
attached (but no core was attached), the electrical char- 
acteristics of the coil 21 were measured to find that the 
inductance L1 at 10 MHz was 1.33 u.H, the RF resist- 
ance Rp1 at 20 MHz was 2,940 Cl t which were equal to 



L0 and RpO, and the serf-resonance frequency fr1 was 
1 63 MHz. These numerical data satisfy inequalities (20) 
to (23). 

[0154] The sixth example is suitable for the use when 
5 the maximum modulation frequency of the supply cur- 
rent is 8 MHz or more. Since the number N of turns is 
larger than in the fifth example, the magnetic field gen- 
eration efficiency further increases. 



[0155] Coil patterns 31a and 31b are made from a 
copper film, and their pitch P, height H, and width W are 
set to 25 \im, 50 ujti, and 15 urn, respectively. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (29), (30), and (31). 
[0156] The interval Tb between the coil patterns 31 a 
and 31 b is set to 30 urn; the interval Tc (almost equal to 
the thickness of a protection coat 33b) between the end 
face of the coil pattern 31b and the lower surface of a 
coil 21 (surface of the protection coat 33b), to 15 u.m; 
and the thickness T of the coil 21 , to 160 ujti. These 
numerical data satisfy inequalities (32), (33), and (34). 
[0157] The number N of turns of the coil patterns is 
set to 40.5 (the number of turns of each of the coil pat- 
terns 31a and 31b is 20.25). This numerical data satis- 
fies inequality (35). 

[0158] The minimum radius r1 of the innermost pe- 
riphery of the coil pattern is set to 0.07 mm; and the max- 
imum radius r2 of the outermost periphery, to 0.59 mm. 
These numerical data satisfy inequalities (36) and (37). 
[0159] Theelectricalcharacteristicsofthecoil21 hav- 
ing these numerical data when no core 20 was attached 
(electrical characteristics of only the coil 21 ) were meas- 
ured to find that the inductance L0 at 10 MHz was 0.92 
UH, the RF resistance RpO at 20 MHz was 2,000 G, the 
DC resistance Rs was 2.03 O, and the self-resonance 
frequency frO was 203 MHz. These numerical data sat- 
isfy inequalities (24) to (28). 

[0160] In the magnetic head 1 to which the coil 21 was 
attached (but no core was attached), the electrical char- 
acteristics of the coil 21 were measured to find that the 
inductance L1 at 10 MHz was 0.92 u.H, the RF resist- 
ance Rpl at 20 MHz was 2,000 Q, which were equal to 
L0 and RpO, respectively, and the self-resonance fre- 
quency fr1 was 203 MHz. These numerical data satisfy 
inequalities (20) to (23). 

[0161] The seventh example is suitable for the use 
when the maximum modulation frequency of the supply 
current is 14 MHz or more. 

[0162] As described above, in the second embodi- 
ment, the magnetic head 1 does not comprises any 
core, or even if it comprises a core, the core cannot have 
any projecting magnetic pole. To compensate for a de- 
crease in magnetic field generation efficiency, the coil 
21 must be brought closer to the magneto-optical disk 
11 in the second embodiment. For this purpose, an in- 
terval d [ujti] between the lower surface of the coil 21 
facing the magneto-optical disk 11 and the lowest point 
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of the sliding surface As or floating surface Af (i.e., the 
surface of the magneto-optical disk 11) desirably satis- 
fies inequality (38): 

dSlOOQim] (38) 

By forming the protection coat 33b from a material ex- 
cellent in lubricity and wear resistance, the lower surface 
of the coil 21 (surface of the protection coat 33b) facing 
the magneto-optical disk 11 may serve as the sliding 
surface As or floating surface Af. In this case, d = 0. 
[0163] The coils 21 described in the first and second 
embodiments can be manufactured by the following 
method. Figs. 7A to 7E to Figs. 8F and 8 J show the man- 
ufacturing steps of the coil 13. 
[0164] Fig. 7A shows the original plate polishing step. 
There is prepared an original plate 40a which is made 
of a conductive material such as aluminum, copper, or 
zinc with a thickness of about 0.1 mm and has a flat, 
smooth surface. The surface of the original plate 40a 
undergoes, in accordance with its material, special sur- 
face treatment, e.g., chemical treatment disclosed in, e. 
g., Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 
8-279672, or both physical polishing and chemical treat- 
ment. As a result; the surface diffusion reflectivity at the 
photosensitive wavelength (e.g., 365 nm) of a photosen- 
sitive resin material (to be described later) is set to 20% 
or less. 

[0165] Fig. 7B shows the photosensitive resin mate- 
rial coating step. A blade coater uniformly applies a pho- 
tosensitive resin material 41a to the surface of the orig- 
inal plate 40a to a predetermined thickness. An example 
of the photosensitive resin material 41a is a liquid pho- 
tosensitive resin composition disclosed in Japanese 
Patent Application Laid-Open No. 6-283830, e.g., a liq- 
uid photosensitive resin composition containing an eth- 
ylene unsaturated compound monomer and a prepoly- 
mer or oligomer having ethylene unsaturated bonds at 
an ethylene unsaturated bond concentration of 10* 2 to 
2 x 1 0 -4 mol/g and a molecular weight of 500 to 1 00,000. 
This material can form a coil pattern having a pitch P of 
1 5 to 1 00 u,m, a height H of 1 5 to 200 u.m, a width W of 
10 to 80 u-m, and H/W of 1 to 7. The pitch P, width W, 
and height H of the coil pattern optimally satisfy inequal- 
ities (10), (11), and (12) or inequalities (29), (30), and 
(31). 

[01 66] Fig, 70 shows the exposure step. A mask 44a 
with many coil patterns and terminals formed from a 
metal film 43a of chromium or the like on a glass sub- 
strate 42a is arranged on the original plate 40a so as to 
face the surface of the original plate 40a. Parallel ultra- 
violet beams are emitted by a high-pressure mercury- 
vapor lamp serving as a light source via the mask 44a, 
thereby exposing the photosensitive resin material 41a 
applied to the original plate 40a. In this step, ultraviolet 
rays are emitted as parallel beams, and the surface dif- 
fusion reflectivity of the original plate 40a is set to 20% 



or less, as described above. Thus, reaction of the pho- 
tosensitive resin material is completely prevented im- 
mediately below the metal film 43a. As a result, a coil 
pattern having a rectangular section at H/W of 1 to 7 can 

5 be formed. 

[0167] Fig. 7D shows the developing step. The ex- 
posed original plate 40a is developed to selectively re- 
move the exposed or unexposed portion of the photo- 
sensitive resin material 41a. The residual portion of the 

io photosensitive resin material 41a functions as an insu- 
lating member 32a of a coil. 

[0168] Fig. 7E shows the plating step. A coil pattern 
31a, and first and second terminals 35a and 35b (not 
shown) that are made of a conductive material film such 

15 as a copper film are formed by plating at the removed 
portion of the photosensitive resin material 41a on the 
surface of the original plate 40a. The thickness of the 
coil pattern 31 a is equal to that of the photosensitive res- 
in material 41a (insulating member 32a). 

20 [0169] Similar to the original plate 40a, an original 
plate 40b having a coil pattern 31b and insulating mem- 
ber 32b formed on the surface is prepared by the steps 
in Figs. 7A to 7E. 

[0170] Fig. 8F shows the bonding step. The original 
25 plates 40a and 40b are bonded with an adhesive via a 
base 30 as a sheet made of a resin material such as 
polyimide with a thickness of 2 to 70 ujn such that the 
coil patterns 31a and 31b face and accurately overlap 
each other. When the adhesive layer between the coil 
30 patterns 31 a and 31 b has a satisfactory insulating func- 
tion, the coil patterns 31a and 31b need not sandwich 
the base 30. 

[0171] Fig. 8G is the original plate removal step. The 
original plates 40a and 40b are peeled off and removed 

35 . from the coil patterns 31a and 31b and the insulating 
' members 32a and 32b. Alternately, the original plates 
40a and 40b may be dissolved and removed with an acid 
or alkali solution. The coil pattern 31a and insulating 
member 32a, and the coil pattern 31b and insulating 

40 member 32b are formed in tight contact with the su rf ac- 
es of the original plates 40a and 40b, respectively. Thus, 
the surfaces of the coil pattern 31a and insulating mem- 
ber 32a and those of the coil pattern 31 b and insulating 
member 32b that are exposed after the original plates 

45 40a and 40b are removed are formed in plane, and the 
coil patterns 31a and 31b do not project from the sur- 
face. The surface patterns on the original plates 40a and 
40b are directly transferred, the coil patterns 31a and 
31 b are very flat and smooth. 

50 [0172] Fig. 8H shows the interconnection forming 
step. Interconnections 34a and 34b (not shown) such 
as through holes are formed in part of the coil patterns 
31a and 31b. The inner walls of the connecting portions 
34a and 34b are coated with a conductive material film 

55 such as a copper film by plating, or the connecting por- 
- tions 34a and 34b are filled with a paste containing a 
conductive material, thereby connecting them. 
[0173] Fig. 81 shows the protection coat forming step. 
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Protection coats 33a and 33b are respectively formed 
on the coil pattern 31a and insulating member 32a, and 
the coil pattern 31 b and insulating member 32b by ap- 
plying a resin material or bonding a resin material sheet. 
Since the surfaces of the coil pattern 31 a and insulating 
member 32a and those of the coil pattern 31b and insu- 
lating member 32b are flat and smooth, the protection 
coats 33a and 33b can be uniformly formed with flat and 
smooth surfaces at small thicknesses which satisfy in- 
equality (14) or (33). 

[01 74] Fig. 8J shows the outer shape processing step. 
In this step, holes hi are formed at the centers of many 
coils 21 formed in the above steps. The respective coils 
21 are cut into a predetermined shape, thereby sepa- 
rating them from each other. Formation of the holes hi 
and cutting can use laser processing or punching. 
[0175] This manufacturing method can easily manu- 
facture the coil 21 characterized by the sizes of respec- 
tive parts described in the first and second embodi- 
ments. Industrial Applicability 

[01 76] As has been described above, in the magnetic 
head coil and magnetic head according to the present 
invention, the coil is formed from two to four flat spiral 
coil patterns. Optimizing the numerical data of each coil 
pattern in the above-described manner can sufficiently 
reduce the inductance and DC resistance and can sat- 
isfactorily increase the RF resistance, compared to a 
conventional coil formed from a magnetic wire. This de- 
creases the RF loss of the magnetic head when the 
maximum modulation frequency of the magnetic field is 
set higher. The problem can be solved in which heat 
generated by the magnetic head degrades the magnetic 
characteristics of the magnetic head, and a magnetic 
field of a desired strength is difficult to generate. Since 
the drive voltage applied to the coil can also be reduced, 
the maximum modulation frequency of the magnetic 
field can be set to 8 MHz or more without increasing 
power consumption of the magneto-optical recording 
apparatus: Accordingly, the recording speed of an infor- 
mation signal can increase. 



Claims 

1. A flat magnetic head coii constituted by spiral coil 
patterns made of a conductive material film and two 
terminals connected to the coil patterns, character- 
ized in that the coil patterns have a substantially rec- 
tangular sectional shape, a minimum pitch P [urn] 
of the coil pattern, a width W [um] of the sectional 
shape at the minimum pitch P, and a height H [urn] 
satisfy inequalities (10) and (11): 

15[u.m]<P<70[nm] (10) 
1 .85 - 0.01 2P < H/W < 7.5 - 0.06P (11) 



when an impedance ZO between the two terminals 
of the coil while at least a core made of a magnetic 
material is not attached is regarded to be equiva- 
lents constituted by an inductance LO, an RF resist- 
5 ance RpO parallel to the inductance LO, and a DC 
resistance Rs which is series-connected to the in- 
ductance LO and is independent of a frequency, the 
inductance LO QiH] at 10 MHz satisfies inequality 
(5): 

w 

LO <£ 0.85 [u.H] (5) 

2. A magnetic head coil according to claim 1 , charac- 
15 terized in that the inductance LO [u,H] at 10 MHz, 
and the RF resistance RpO [ft] at 20 MHz and the 
DC resistance Rs [Q] satisfy inequalities (6) and (8): 

20 RpO >L0 X 1500 (6) 



Rs < 2 [Q] (8) 

25 3. A magnetic head coil according to claim 2, charac- 
terized in that the inductance LO [u,H] at 10 MHz, 
and the RF resistance RpO [Q] at 20 MHz satisfy 
inequality (7): 

30 

RpO > LO X 2000 (7) 

4. A magnetic head coil according to any one of claims 
1 to 3, characterized in that at least one of the coil 
35 patterns is formed on a lower surface side of the 
magnetic head coil facing a magneto-optical re- 
cording medium, and an interval Tb [urn] between 
the coil patterns, an interval Tc [urn] between an end 
face of the coil pattern formed on the lower surface 
40 side and a lower surface of the magnetic head coil, 
and a thickness T [urn] of the magnetic head coil 
satisfy inequalities (13), (14), and (15): 

2 [urn] £ Tb <; 70 [urn] (13) 



Tc<M.5H (14) 



50 [urn] £ T < 450 [urn] (15) 

5. A magnetic head coil according to any one of claims 
1 to 3, characterized in that a total number N of turns 
of the coil patterns, a minimum radius rl [mm] of an 
innermost periphery of the coil pattern, and a max- 
imum radius r2 [mm] of an outermost periphery sat- 
isfy inequalities (16), (1 7), and (18): 
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14 < N < 40 (16) 



r1<0.2[mm] (17) 5 

r2< 1.1 [mm] (18) . 

6. A flat magnetic head coil constituted by spiral coil w 
patterns made of a conductive material film and two 
terminals connected to the coil patterns, character- 
ized in that a light-transmitting portion is formed at 
a center of the coil, the coil patterns have a substan- 
tially rectangular sectional shape, a minimum pitch 1$ 
P [u,m] of the coil pattern, a width W [pjn] of the sec- 
tional shape at the minimum pitch P, and a height 
H \\um] satisfy inequalities (29) and (30): 

15 [urn] < P £50 [urn] (29) *° 



1 .85 - 0.01 2P < H/W < 7.5 - 0.06P (30) 

25 

when an impedance Z0 between the two terminals 
of the coil while at least a core made of a magnetic 
material is not attached is regarded to be equiva- 
lentty constituted by ah inductance L0, an RF resist- 
ance RpO parallel to the inductance L0, and a DC 30 
resistance Rs which is series-connected to the in- 
ductance L0 and is independent of a frequency, the 
inductance L0 [u.H] at 10 MHz satisfies inequality 
(24): 

35 

L0<1.4[u.H] (24) 

7. , A magnetic head coll according to claim 6, charac- 
terized in that the inductance L0 [u.H] at 10 MHz, 40 
and the RF resistance RpO [ft] at 20 MHz and the 
DC resistance Rs [Q] satisfy inequalities (25) and 
(27): 

RpO > L0 x 1200 (25) 45 



Rs < 6 [Q] (27) 

8. A magnetic head coil according to claim 7, charac- 
terized in that the inductance L0 [u,H] at 10 MHz, 
and the RF resistance RpO [Q] at 20 MHz satisfy 
inequality (26): 

RpO £ L0 x 1500 (26) 



9. A magnetic head coil according to any one of claims 
6 to 8, characterized in that at least one of the coil 
patterns is formed on a lower surface side of the 
magnetic head coil facing a magneto-optical re- 
cording medium, and an interval Tb [u^n] between 
the coil patterns, an interval Tc [urn] between an end 
face of the coil pattern formed on the lower surface 
side and a lower surface of the magnetic head coil, 
and a thickness T Qim] of the magnetic head coil 
satisfy inequalities (32), (33), and (34): 

2[^im]£Tb£70[jim] (32) 



Tc < 1 .5H (33) 



30 [u.m] £ T < 300 [u.m] (34) 

1 0. A magnetic head coil according to any one of claims 
6 to 8, characterized in that a total number N of turns 
of the coil patterns, a minimum radius rl [mm] of an 
innermost periphery of the coil pattern, and a max- 
imum radius r2 [mm] of an outermost periphery sat- 
isfy inequalities (35), (36), and (37): 

20 < N < 70 (35) 



r1<0.13[mm] (36) 



r2<1.0[mm] (37) 

1 1 . A magnetic head coil according to any one of claims 
1 to 3 or 6 to 8, characterized in that when at least 
a core made of a magnetic material is not attached, 
a self-resonance frequency frO [MHz] which maxi- 
mizes an impedance magnitude IZ0I of the coil, and 
the inductance L0 [u,H] at 10 MHz satisfy inequality 
(9): 

frO > 1/ (2kJl0 x 1.4 x 10" 6 (9) 

1 2. A magnetic head coil according to any one of claims 
1 to 3 or 6 to 8, characterized in that two to four coil 
patterns are formed. 

1 3. A magnetic head coil according to any one of claims 
1 to 3 or 6 to 8, characterized in that the pitch P foxm] 
and the width W [pjn] on the coil pattern satisfy in- 
equality (12): 
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0.55 <W/P< 0.8 (12) 

1 4. A magnetic head having a core made of a magnetic 
material and a flat coil, characterized in that the coil 
is constituted by spiral coil patterns made of a con- 
ductive material film and two terminals connected 
to the coil patterns, the coil patterns have a substan- 
tially rectangular sectional shape, a minimum pitch 
P [ujti] of the coil pattern, a width W [ujti] of the sec- 
tional shape at the minimum pitch P, and a height 
H [ujti] satisfy inequalities (10) and (11): 

15[urri]<;P<70[u.m] (10) 



1 .85 - 0.01 2P < H/W < 7.5 - 0.06P (1 1 ) 

when an impedance Z1 between the two terminals 
of the coil is regarded to be equivalent^ constituted 
by an inductance L1 , an RF resistance Rp1 parallel 
to the inductance L1 , and a DC resistance Rs which 
is series-connected to the inductance L1 and is in- 
dependent of a frequency, the inductance L1 [u.H] 
at 10 MHz satisfies inequality (1): 

L1<1.4[nH] (1) 

15. A magnetic head according to claim 14, character- 
ized in that the inductance L1 [u.H] at 10 MHz, and 
the RF resistance Rp1 [CI] at 20 MHz and the DC 
resistance Rs [CI] satisfy inequalities (2) and (8): 

Rp1 > L1 x 1500 (2) 



Rs < 2 [CI] (8) 

16. A magnetic head according to claim 15, character- 
ized in that the inductance L1 [u.H] at 10 MHz, and 
the RF resistance Rpl [CI] at 20 MHz satisfy inequal- 
ity (3): 

Rp1 > L1 x 2000 (3) 

17. A magnetic head'according to any one of claims 14 
to 1 6, characterized in that at least one of the coil 
patterns is formed on a lower surface side of the coil 
facing a magneto-optical recording medium, and an 
interval Tb [ujti] between the coil patterns, an inter- 
val Tc [u,m] between an end face of the coil pattern 
formed on the lower surface side and a lower sur- 
face of the coil, and a thickness T [urn] of the coil 
satisfy inequalities (13), (14), and (15): 



2 [um] < Tb < 70 [um] (13) 



Tc<1.5H (14) 



50 [jim] < T < 450 [um] (15) 

io 1 8. A magnetic head according to any one of claims 1 4 
to 1 6, characterized in that a total number N of turns 
of the coil patterns, a minimum radius ri [mm] of an 
innermost periphery of the coil pattern, and a max- 
imum radius r2 [mm] of an outermost periphery sat- 
is isfy inequalities (16), (17), and (18): 

14<N<40 (16) 



rl£ 0.2 [mm] (17) 



r2<1.1[mm] (18) 

19. A magnetic head according to any one of claims 14 
to 1 6, characterized in that the magnetic head has 
a sliding surface for sliding on a magneto-optical re- 
cording medium or a floating surface for floating and 
gliding, and an interval d [u.m] between a lower sur- 
face of the coil facing the magneto-optical recording 
medium and a lowest point of the sliding surface or 
the floating surface satisfies inequality (19): 

d£ 200 [jim] (19) 

20. A magnetic head. having a flat coil, characterized in 
that the coil is constituted by spiral coil patterns 
made of a conductive material film and two termi- 
nals connected to the coil patterns, a light-transmit- 
ting portion is formed at a center of the coil, the coil 
patterns have a substantially rectangular sectional 
shape, a minimum pitch P Qim] of the coil pattern, 
a width W [pm] of the sectional shape at the mini- 
mum pitch P, and a height H [um] satisfy inequalities 
(29) and (30): 

15foim]<P<;50[u.m] (29) 



1 .85 - 0.01 2P <HW<7.5- 0.06P (30) 

when an impedance Z1 between the two terminals 
of the coil is regarded to be equivalently constituted 
by an inductance L1 , an RF resistance Rp1 parallel 
to the inductance L1 , and a DC resistance Rs which 
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is series -connected to the inductance L1 and is in- 
dependent of a frequency, the inductance L1 [u»H] 
at 1 0 MHz satisfies inequality (20): 

L1<;1.4[u.H] (20) 5 

21 . A magnetic head according to claim 20, character- 
ized in that the inductance L1 [u.H] at 1 0 MHz, and 
the RF resistance Rpl [G] at 20 MHz and the DC 10 
resistance Rs [H] satisfy inequalities (21) and (27): 



r2 < 1 .0 [mm] (37) 

25. A magnetic head according to any one of claims 20 
to 22, characterized in that the magnetic head has 
a sliding surface for sliding on a magneto-optical re- 
cording medium or a floating surface for floating and 
gliding, and an interval d [urn] between a lower sur- 
face of the coil facing the magneto-optical recording 
medium and a lowest point of the sliding surface or 
the floating surface satisfies inequality (38): 



Rp1 £L1 x 1200 (21) 



Rs <, 6 [Q] (27) 

22. A magnetic head according to claim 21 , character- 
ized in that the inductance L1 [u.H] at 1 0 MHz, and 
the RF resistance Rpl at 20 MHz satisfy inequal- 
ity (22): 

Rp1 > L1 x 1500 (22) 

23. A magnetic head according to any one of claims 20 
to 22, characterized in that at least one of the coil 
patterns is formed on a lower surface side of the coil 
facing a magneto-optical recording medium, and an 

• . interval Tb Qim] between the coil patterns, an inter- 
val Tc [u.m]* between an end face of the coil pattern 
formed on the lower surface side and a lower sur- 
face of the coil, and a thickness T [urn] of the coil 
satisfy inequalities (32), (33), and (34): 



dS 100 [urn] (38) 

15 

26. A magnetic head according to any one of claims 14 
to 16 or 20 to 22, characterized in that a self-reso- 
nance frequency fr1 [MHz] which maximizes an im- 
pedance magnitude IZ1 1 of the coil, and the induct- 
20 ance L1 [uX] at 10 MHz satisfy inequality (4): 

fr1 > 1/ (2n<J L1 x 1.4 X 10" 6 ) (4) 

25 27. A magnetic head coil according to any one of claims 
1 4 to 1 6 or 20 to 22, characterized in that two to four 
coil patterns are formed. 

. 28. A magnetic head according to any one of claims 14 
30 to 16 or 20 to 22, characterized in that the pitch P 
[urn] and the width W [um] on the coil pattern satisfy 
inequality (12): 

35 0.55 <SW/P<S 0.8 (12) 



2 [u,m] < Tb < 70 [u.m] (32) 



Tc<1.5H (33) 



30 [u.m] < T < 300 [jim] (34) 

24. A magnetic head according to any one of claims 20 
to 22, characterized in that atotal number N of turns 
of the coil patterns, a minimum radius rl [mm] of an 
innermost periphery of the coil pattern, and a max- 
imum radius r2 [mm] of an outermost periphery sat- 
isfy inequalities (35), (36), and (37): 



29. A magnetic head according to any one of claims 20 
to 22, characterized by further comprising a lens. 

30. A magneto-optical recording apparatus having an 
optical head for irradiating a magneto-optical re- 
cording medium with light, and a magnetic head for 
applying a magnetic field modulated by an informa- 
tion signal to the magneto-optical recording medi- 
um, 

characterized in that the magnetic head is the mag- 
netic head defined in any one of claims 14 to 29. 



20 < N < 70 



r1 £0.13 [mm] 



(35) 
(36) 
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